The Stanley Hotel

History:
The property of the Stanley hotel was a favorite of Mr. Windham Thomas Whydham‐Quin the
fourth Earl of Dunraven. He would come to the area for his summer hunting.
“Lord Dunraven” wanted to put a Hunting lodge and game preserve.

Wyndham Thomas Quinn the 4th Earl of Dunraven
Dunraven hired some local Agents and purchased 15,000 acres from the U.S. Government.
Soon after the purchase there were claims filed by twenty‐one different parties including Mr.
R.Q. McGregor. They all claimed that Dunraven had no right to the land because he was not a
U.S. citizen. Mr. Dunraven lost the property due to the claims of Mr. McGregor.

F.O. Stanley
A local who wanted to purchase the land for himself had hired R.Q. McGregor. This was Mr.
Freelan Oscar Stanley.
Freelan Oscar (F.O.) Stanley was born in 1849; he was diagnosed with tuberculosis in 1903 and
was told to move to Colorado because the “fresh mountain air” would help his condition. Mr.
Stanley and his wife moved to a home located at 1401 Gilpin St in Denver. After a month in
Denver, he was showing no signs of change. Arrangements were made for him to visit a
friend’s cabin in Estes Park. Mr. & Mrs. Stanley fell in love with the area and in 1904
purchased 8.4 acres of their own.

F.O. Stanley’s sister
Flora Jane Record Tileston, who would become Mrs. Stanley (1848‐1949) was an active
member of the community, she was known for dressing up as a Gypsy and doing fortune
telling at fundraisers for the Estes Park Women’s Club

They purchased the property with the assistance of Mr. R.Q. McGovern and had headed the
movement to grab the land from “Lord Dunraven.”

A Stanley Steamer
Mr. Stanley was co‐owner of the Stanley Steamer Motor Company. His brother (Francis Edgar
Stanley) and F.O. had patented the Steam powered car and they were mass‐producing them.
The first steamer was built for the Stanley’s, however interest grew because in 1898 one of the
cars won the hill climbing contest at Charles River Park, and a Steamer that was driven by F.O.
with his wife as a passenger was the first car to climb Mount Washington.
Some of the records held by the Stanley Steamer:
1899 – First car to climb Mount Washington
 1899 – First car to be ridden by a U.S. President (McKinley). F.O. drove the car.
 1903 – World one‐mile track speed record
 1906 – World one mile, five miles and one kilometer speed records
 1906 – Broke the two miles in one‐minute barrier
 1906 – World land speed record at 127.659 mph

Inside the Hydro‐Power Plant

The initial orders for the car exceeded 200 requests. One of the main advantages to the
Steamer was the start time (the average start time for a Steamer was 20 minutes), however
when electronic ignitions became available this was no longer an issue. Production of the
Stanley Steamer lasted over 25 years, with approximately 10,500 cars produced.

Mr. Stanley with one of his violins


Mr. Stanley was a very creative man; he held patents on several different inventions:



The Steam Powered Car



The airbrush (which would later become the first fuel injector)



A technical Drawing set for Drafters



A photographic dry plate process (he later sold this process to George Eastman)

F.O. Stanley
Another project that F.O. had was making violins. In the plant that was manufacturing the
Stanley Steamer, they were also fabricating Stanley violins. They closed part of the car
production are for this purpose. F.O. traveled to Cremona to purchase spruce violin tops and
to Germany for the Bosnian Mable for the back, sides, and neck.

A classic view of the Hotel

F. E. Stanley was killed on July 21, 1918 in a car accident in Ipswich, IA.
Because of the death of his brother, Mr. Stanley sold the Stanley Steamer Motor Company to
Abner Doble in 1918.

A view of the Hotel and the Mountains
After purchasing the land in Estes Park, Mr. Stanley collaborated with B.D. Sanborn and
formed the Estes Park Development Company. In 1914 Mr. Sanborn died.

Old photo of the front desk
In 1908, Mr. Stanley with the assistance of four partners formed the Estes Park Water
Company

Inside the “Tunnel”

On October 30, 1908, Mr. Stanley started the Estes Park Power and Light Company. The
company had no way to monitor the use of the electricity so they charged by the number of
light bulbs that were being used. They built a hydroelectric power generating plant; it
provided power for the hotel and the village. The plant was in operation until 1982. The plant
was re‐opened as a museum in 2002 with a grant from the Colorado State Historic Fund.

The Hotel:
Mr. Stanley hired architect T. Robert Wieger and Contractor Frank Kirchoff to design and
construct Mr. Stanley’s new Hotel. The Hotel ground would include the Main Lodge, two
dormitory residence halls, one warehouse, one auditorium, and a house. It would have a
Bowling alley, billiards rooms, and even a Casino. The Manor House is the second building to
the ease of the main Hotel. It includes dining rooms, a pool hall, kitchen, and its own heat, so
unlike the main Hotel it could be used in the winter. The Auditorium is the third building to the
east of the main Hotel it features a main hall and had two bowling lanes in the basement. The
Carriage House is the fourth building to the east of the main Hotel and it was constructed
specifically to store Stanley Steamers. The total cost would be $500,000.

Baxter and Stu in the Music Room
Mr. Stanley wanted to name the Hotel the “Hotel Dunraven” in honor of the first owner of the
land (who he had stolen the property from). However, the locals did not like the name, so they
convinced the local newspaper to hold a contest. This was a contest to “help” name the new
Hotel. A $10.00 prize was offered to the person with the winning name. The winning
suggestion was submitted on October 5, 1908 and signed by 132 residents (written on
deerskin). Mr. Stanley relented and named it the “Stanley Hotel” per the suggestion of the
locals.

The sign during the filming of the Shining series

Construction was completed in 1909.
The hotel opened on June 19, 1909 however, the construction was not completed until 1910.

Promotion for the Shining series
The Hotel hosted a convention of Pharmacists on opening day; they had 125 members and
their wives. The guests were escorted in style from the Loveland train station to the Hotel with
the assistance of twenty‐two Stanley Steamers.

Stephen King as the Conductor
The Hotel was considerably more expensive than most others were. The range was $5‐8 per
day or $84 per week
Mr. Stanley sold the Hotel in 1926 and it was intermittently open until 1980, however it was
closed for the duration of World War II.

Production shot from the Shining series
Mr. Stanley died of “heart complications” on October 2, 1940 in Newton MA.

In 1979. the addition of heat to the main Hotel was added. This meant that they could stay
open for the winter months.

Miniature of Hotel for Shining series
In 1995, the Hotel changed ownership due to bankruptcy

Baxter and Bryan “levitating” the table in the Manor House

On March 25, 2002 the Concert Hall was re‐dedicated after a major remodel

Base location during investigation in Billiards room
During the filming of the Shining TV mini‐series, the interior was modified extensively. The
plaster accents and were stained to look like wood. Doors were removed from some of the
main lobby area and replaced with swinging doors, the carpet on the main staircase was
replaced, and a new “Bandstand” was constructed in the McGregor room. They also
constructed a recreation of a portion of the roof in the front of the hotel so actors could safely
be on the roof for extended shots. They also constructed several miniatures of the Hotel for
the finale of the show (one is still in the basement of the Hotel near the “ghost tour” office)

Lobby of main Hotel

Throughout its life, the Stanley has had many famous guests; Molly Brown (stayed in Rm. 217),
John Philip Sousa, Theodore Roosevelt, The Emperor and Empress of Japan, Jim Carey, Stephen
King, and many more.
Stories from the Hotel:
In June 1911, Elizabeth Wilson (a Chambermaid) went to room 217 to light a lamp. However,
the gas had had been left on, so when she tried to light it the gas was ignited and there was a
large explosion. The explosion blew out part of the front wall of the Hotel and the floor of the
room. Elizabeth fell to the floor below breaking both ankles. Four busboys sustained minor
injuries as well. When Mr. Stanley found out about Elizabeth’s injuries, he not only covered the
medical costs but also offered her “lifetime employment” which she completed. The total cost
of the repairs was $60,000

Lobby of Hotel near Gift Shop
In 1974, Stephen King and his wife Tabitha were leaving the area and needed a place to spend
the night. They stopped at the Stanley and were told that they were closing for the winter and
they would need to find another place to stay. Mr. King convinced the Hotel staff that they
needed to stay at the Hotel for the night. They were given the keys to room 218. During the
stay, Mr. King reported that they unpacked their suitcases and went outside for a walk. When
they returned, they discovered that all of their belongings had been placed back into their
suitcases. This seemed odd because the housekeeping staff had already left for the season. One
other experience that Mr. King has was late on the night of their stay, he says that he
encountered a small girl crying and looking for her Mother. Mr. King says that the Hotel did
inspire his writing of the book The Shining, but it was not based directly on the location.
Stephen King did return to the Hotel in 1995 to film the TV mini‐series of The Shining.

While the mini‐series was being filmed, Bryan (of Rocky Mountain Paranormal) got to
photographs a wedding at the Hotel. They stopped the production long enough for the wedding
to happen. This allowed access to locations in the Hotel that were normally not accessible to
guests such as the “tunnel”
There is an unverified story that in the mid 1990’s there was the body of a homeless person
found in the crawlspace of the Concert Hall. They had apparently crawled in and frozen to
death.

Main Stairs
In 1994, the movie Dumb & Dumber was filmed at the Hotel. There is an unconfirmed story that
Jim Carrey who was staying at the Hotel, came down in the middle of the night complaining
about some kind of paranormal experience. He returned his keys and went to another Hotel.

Reported Activity:

Front desk
The Music Room has a piano (Mrs. Stanley’s) that has been reported to play by itself by many
guests and Hotel staff

Bandstand added by Stephen King in the McGregor Room

On December 30, 1970 Arty Roberts a housekeeper was clearing the floor of the McGregor
room and claims “I felt like I had entered another time: she says that she saw “a room full of
people in period clothing attending a party” she saw “a woman in a green dress and broad
brimmed hat” and at that later when she was cleaning the Concert Hall, something locked her
in the women’s room grabbed my hand and made me write “Mary Donovan August 18 1927”
on the mirror. She thought it was the name of the woman in green.

Room 401
In 1983, Mark Lorenz a Bellman reported that he was working late one evening and witnessed
the elevator moving by itself. He claimed that he could even see the controls moving.

Balcony of room 401

In 2003, Carissa Delisse a Night Clerk, reported that she was having the feeling of being
watched and eventually saw what she thought was Mr. Stanley looking at her from the other
side of the lobby counter. She said that just as she recognized him he just vanished.

Entrance to room 401

In February 2004, Mark Lorenz a Bellman was behind the front desk around 10:30 p.m. ad says
that he heard footsteps coming from the bar. When he went to investigate, he says that he was
the reflection of a woman in the window of the bar but upon further inspection could not find
anyone.

The fourth floor was once the staff housing and it seems to have the majority of the
paranormal.

There are reports of children running throughout the halls of the fourth floor, some claim that
they originate from room 418. When checking out there was a couple who complained about

the children that were playing in the halls all night, when there were none staying on the fourth
floor.

Billiards Room
Room 407 is claimed to be a favorite of the ghost of Lord Dunraven, he has been seen standing
by the bathroom door. The lights in the room are said to turn on and off by themselves. Many
people have also reported seeing a man looking out of the window in room 407 when nobody
was on the fourth floor.

Bill in Manor House room
There have been multiple reports of seeing Mrs. Stanley in the Music room. Some claim that
she has been seen playing the piano.

Room 217 has reports of people having their luggage packed/un‐packed when they return to
the room.

Bill in Manor House room

Rooms 219 and 222 have had reports of unusual noises and doors opening and closing on their
own
In 2003 a housekeeper reported seeing a “see‐through person) in room 318. Another guest
reported that mattress started moving on its own in 318

Grave in the Pet Semetary
Guests reported that in room 340 the bathroom door slammed shut and locked by itself

“Casper” the Raccoon
The Reverend Kimberly Henry and her husband were staying in room 401 and reported seeing a
man standing by the closet that “had a distinct bald spot” they also claim that they witnessed
things moving around the room by themselves.

There have been reports of seeing Mrs. Stanley in the Managers residence.

Investigations:

A production company that said they were producing a new documentary about the Ghosts of
the Stanley and would like us to be the local paranormal team contacted us; we agreed and set
up the investigation.

April 4, 2007
We arrived in the late afternoon and started our strategy for the setup.

Areas monitored:
 Room 401
 Room 418
 Room 1302 (in the Manor House)
 The Concert Hall

We determine that the setup would be:
 Room 401 – two video cameras one looking at the bed and one towards the closet in the
room one in the hall and one looking at the stairs to the attic. One microphone in the
room and one in the hallway near the attic stairs. One thermometer in the room and
one in the hallway
 Room 418 – two video cameras and EMF meter and a digital audio recorder (locked in
the room alone)
 Room 1302 – No monitoring equipment just investigators in the room
 Concert Hall – two video cameras in the main hall, one video camera in the hallway and
one at the front door. One microphone in the main hall and one at the front door

Room 401 – The investigation and the hallway were reasonably quiet. On a few occasions, the
production company would stop by but it was not too much to hinder the investigation.
EMF readings were taken hourly through the night and were stable

There was a slight drop in temperature in the main room as the night progressed, but this was
due to the normal cooling of the room from outside temperatures
At 3:30, there was the sound of a woman on the audio. She was seen on camera leaving the
location and came back about three minutes later. Eventually we heard a very loud noise and
notice that people were exiting the room next door and attempting to steal the television from
the room. Security was notified.

During the evening, we noticed that the door to the closet would occasionally open/close. We
set up a seismometer in the room and discovered that the cause of the vibrations making the
door move was coming from the antique elevator that is directly behind the closet. We had
previously noted that the dresser in the slowly “walks” into the room due to the same
vibration.

Room 418 – We left the equipment in the room and locked the door for the duration of the
investigation. There were reports of a “hypnotist” that had been in the room on the previous
night, seated in the chair at the foot of the bed near the bathroom door. He claimed that he
was “sensing” something and “collapsed” when he stood up. The production company
concluded that he had retained some “energy” because their EMF meters were off the charts
when they measured him in that location. We followed up and discovered that there is a large
power bus that enters the building and goes through that wall. When the “psychic” was being
measured for EMF, he was simply reflecting the EMF coming from the wall and did not have any
residual or stored energy.

The recording from our investigation of the room had no usual results.

The Concert Hall – There was a report of activity in one of the rooms from the production
company, they stated that on the previous night Grant Wilson from the Ghost Hunters TV show
had been in the room with them and a table that was leaning against a wall “suddenly fell.” Bill
Murphy of the production team claimed to feel so bad that he had to leave the room. We
examined the room and discovered that the tables had been stacked unevenly as this was a
storage room and it most likely fell due to the large group of people going in and out of the
room. We also discovered that there was a major rewire of the electrical in the building
because it was in such bad condition. This room was where the main breaker panel for the
building was located and there was exposed “Hot” wiring throughout the room. This could
account for some of the reported activity in the room, but it is inconclusive.

It was a difficult place for an investigation due to the electrician working on the power panel
until after 2:00 a.m. We were able to spend a little time getting used to the normal sounds of
the theater such as the heat turning on and off, pops and cracks due to the building cooling for
the night, and the rare care that would drive by. Around 4:00 a.m., we heard what sounded like
someone moving around on the floor of the main hall. This sound continued to escalate as time
went on. We had the only key to the Hall with us and had verified that there was nobody else in
the building, after a while the noises got much louder. One of our investigators was ready to go
check out the source of the sounds when another investigator told him to wait. It was just
about that time that the sound of a door creaking and slamming shut was heard. We
immediately checked to see if we could figure out what had made the sound but the only thing
that made that sound was the front door slamming shut. The door had been on camera and did
not move.

EMF readings were consistent throughout the evening and other than the bad wiring and the
construction there were no unusual readings.
When one of our investigators was going to room 1302, the upstairs of the building was
completely dark; apparently, we had forgotten to turn them on earlier. When they were
approaching the room, they heard movement and saw what they described as “glowing eyes”
in the main lobby of the second floor. When they turned on the lights, they discovered that a
raccoon that had decided to relax on the sofa in the room was watching them. He was rather
friendly and eventually wandered out a window and joined several others.

Animals for Maze during filming of Shining series
We discovered that the “documentary” that we were filming for was based on a “theory” about
the geology of the area. This “theory” was that “large deposits of quartz, magnetite, and
Limestone” were under the hotel and creating the environment allowing ghosts to manifest.
We contacted many different groups who made this claim and they all referred us to “data on‐
line” or the episode of Ghost Hunters when they visited the Hotel. We contacted the Ghost
Hunters and were told that the information came from “someone at the gift shop.” We decided
that the facts about the “theory” needed to be examined, so we contacted the U.S. Department
of Agriculture who said “‐Apparently, ghost hunters are interested in our data now. It is the
most unique and interesting request I have received in my 30‐year career!” He replied, “I
reviewed the Aeromagnetic data for Colorado. Aeromagnetic surveys detect changes in the
earth’s magnetic field. The magnetic field is strengthened by the presence of metallic
components in bedrock and more so by the presence of minerals with magnetic properties such
as magnetite. There is nothing unusual about the aeromagnetic data in the area of Estes Park as
compared to the general area of the Rockies. I hope this helps. So at this point it looks link the
magnetite (or anything magnetic) in nature is slowly getting ruled out, but I will continue
working. At this point, we started working with the scientists to see if a soil survey had been
conducted at the Stanley. After working with several different divisions of the Government, we

discovered that there had never been a survey of the property or anywhere near it. We worked
with the USDA schedule and conduct a soil survey at the Stanley and surrounding areas.

The Concert Hall
The known details to the area were basic but provided some good initial data. “Granitic Rocks
of 1,400 M.Y. Age Group – Botanic Genesis & Schist, Granite bedrock at approximately 20
inches deep, and water table within 37 inches. Elevation 7,500 – 8,700 feet. Mean annual
precipitation 16‐22 inches. Mean annual air temperature 42‐46 degrees. Frost free period 70‐
100 days. Vegetative classification, Ponderosa Pine/Antelope bitter‐brush”
After getting the approval from the owners of the Stanley Hotel, we scheduled a time for the
soil survey to be completed. The survey would include several different modes of study. The
team was being assembled and we would meet them at the Hotel on July 30 to start a two‐day
study into the geology of the property.

Monitoring location in the Concert Hall
The different types of equipment used:


Ground Penetrating Radar – Used to “look” at different types of underground
formations



Electromagnetic Soil Analysis – By using electromagnetic induction the soil salinity and
electromagnetic properties are recorded



Soil Analysis – Used to determine the soil content of the area (scientists digging)

The Concert Hall

The first day of the survey started with a general mapping of the land using GPS and continued
with the collecting of samples at several different locations on the property.
The first of the digging allowed the team to determine the average depth of the bedrock (27
inches)

The first day also included the use of the electromagnetic induction. This technique determines
the salinity and electromagnetic properties of the samples.

The studies were conducted on the main property of the Stanley Hotel as well as the area near
the old “Ice pond” a pet cemetery and a ranch located on the other side of the mountain. This
allowed for a baseline for adjacent areas.

Concert Hall
The second day the team continued with the previous studies and added the Ground
Penetrating Radar. The Ground Penetrating Radar allows the team to look for underground
objects as well as the distance to bedrock in large areas.

After the team concluded the study, the visit was concluded with a “ghost tour” of the Stanley.
The tour did have one unusual moment when the scientists entered the “tunnel.” When they
were being told the stories of the tunnel we noticed that they were no longer listening to the
tour guide and instead were looking at the walls of the room. The conversation immediately
went to the dirt that the tunnel was made of.
Study Results:
The conclusions of the soil survey were consistent with the data collected from the rest of the
Estes Park region.
The soil is primarily crumbled Schist. Schist is a rock formed by dynamic‐high‐temperature,
high‐pressure metamorphism that involves a lot of strain. The high strain aligns the flat or
elongated grains of mica, hornblende, and other minerals into thin layers, or foliation. At least
50 percent of the mineral grains in schist are aligned this way (less than 50 percent makes it
genesis) However the content of one specific mineral is not noted. The distance to bedrock in
the area ranges from surface level to approximately 27 inches. The rumors of large deposits of
quartz and magnetite have been confirmed as false, so the reported paranormal activity needs
to be looked at again without the inclusion of this claim.

Photos from Soil Survey

